
	  

	  

Richard Laurenson 
Central Chambers, Wellington 

Telephone (04) 473 6658  Facsimile (04) 04 473 6468 

Mobile 027 472 8225 

Email  richard.laurenson@centralchambers.co.nz 

Address Central Chambers, Level 8, Civic Assurance House 
116 Lambton Quay, P O Box 5606, Wellington 

Qualifications B.A. (1969) LL.B (Hons) (1972) 

Legal Practice 
Background:  
1973 to Present 

Ø Richard Laurenson was admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor of 
the High Court of New Zealand on 2 March 1973.  Before 
then he had commenced as an employed law clerk whilst he 
completed his law degree. 

Ø He was a partner of the law firm, Govett Quilliam, at 
New Plymouth from 1 January 1974 until 30 June 1985 when 
he moved to Wellington to be the common law partner at the 
law firm Scott Morrison Dunphy & Co (now Morrison Kent). 

Ø He moved to the independent bar on 1 April 1991 when he 
established Central Chambers at Central House, Brandon 
Street, Wellington.  He has practised at the independent bar as 
a barrister sole since 1 April 1991. 

Experience at 
Govett Quilliam:  
1974 to 1985 

Ø For the years that Richard was at Govett Quilliam in 
New Plymouth, that firm held through his brother John 
Laurenson (later the Honourable Justice Laurenson) the 
Crown warrant and also acted for the New Plymouth City 
Council and a range of other significant statutory or public 
institutions. 

Ø In those years at Govett Quilliam Richard undertook and first 
obtained experience of a wide range of Crown regulatory 
prosecution work as well as acting for the New Plymouth City 
Council and the other statutory and public institutions, in 
addition to also a wide range of private work. 

Ø The Matrimonial Property Act 1976 (now the Property 
(Relationships) Act 1976, was enacted and first came into 
force whilst Richard was in New Plymouth.  He developed an 
early experience and expertise in the application of this law of 
which has continued to this day. 

 Ø For his first years at Govett Quilliam, Richard’s work was not 
exclusively litigation and in that time he obtained a sound base 
of experience in residential, commercial and farm 
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conveyancing, trusts and wills, and company and securities 
work.  His later years at Govett Quilliam were more 
exclusively litigation. 

Experience at Scott 
Morrison Dunphy 
(now Morrison 
Kent):  1985 to 1991 

Ø For the period 1 July 1985 to 31 March 1991, Richard was the 
senior common law partner at the firm of Scott Morrison 
Dunphy & Co at Wellington. 

Ø Because of his Crown experience in New Plymouth, he was 
appointed to the Crown Prosecution Panel in Wellington in 
1985 and continued with that Panel until its disbandment in 
2008. 

Ø At Scott Morrison Dunphy & Co, Richard undertook private 
litigation work including being a member of the Panel 
representing the then leading professional indemnity insurer in 
New Zealand. 

Barrister Sole:  
1991 to present 

Ø Following his move to the independent bar in 1991 Richard, 
continued to be a member of the Wellington Crown 
Prosecution Panel but also undertook criminal defence work 
particularly in the area of white collar crime which work had 
commenced when he was at Scott Morrison Dunphy & Co.  
He has acted as lead counsel in for the defence in numerous 
substantial white collar criminal trials since 1987. 

Ø Alongside acting for both prosecution and defence in criminal 
work, he has also conducted litigation as lead counsel in all 
areas of private, civil and commercial litigation, before and for 
regulatory boards, disciplinary tribunals, coronial inquests and 
similar. 

 Ø In more recent years his work has tended to be in the area of 
private, civil and commercial litigation including complex 
relationship property litigation, wills and trusts but probably 
with an emphasis on disputes involving estates, whether in 
land, out of probate and administration, insolvency or of a 
relationship.  This has involved appearances in all jurisdictions 
and appellate levels, including the Maori Land Court and 
Maori Appellate Court. 

Ø Because of the broad base of experience in all areas of 
litigation which he established for himself whilst a partner at 
Govett Quilliam in New Plymouth, his range of work has 
never been confined to a particular sector and he always looks 
forward to and enjoys the challenge of all areas of litigation. 
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Positions held Ø Richard has sat as the Deputy Chair of the Real Estate 
Licensing Board.  For the period 1991 through to 2004 he 
held different offices with virtually all of the then Registration 
Boards. 

Ø For the seven years to 2014 he was Chair of the Wellington 
Rugby Football Union Disciplinary Committee and continues 
as the Chairman of the Appeals Committee of the Wellington 
Rugby Football Union. 

Examples of 
Litigation 

Reported decisions of the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court in 
which Richard has appeared as lead counsel for one or other party, 
include the following: 

 B v B (2011) 28 FRNZ 714:  [2011] NZLA 292:  A relationship 
property decision involving the application of section 8 and 10 of the 
Property Relationships Act 1976 to a complex devolution of family 
assets. 

 BNZ Finance Limited v Smith & Leuchars [1991] 3 NZLR at 659:  A 
decision involving summary judgment procedures and the application 
of a notice by a mortgagee under the then Property Law Act 1952. 

 Bruce v Edwards (2003) 4 NZ ConvC 193,637:  A leading decision on 
the application of the Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993 and general 
land law including the application of sections 43 and 88 of the 
Te Ture Whenua Maori Act. 

 Fortex Group Limited (In Receivership and Liquidation) v MacIntosh [1998] 
3 NZLR 171:  A leading discussion on the place of remedial 
constructive trust in New Zealand law. 

 Globe Holdings Limited v Floratis [1998] 3 NZLR 331.  The then leading 
authority on the application of law on a condition on the sale and 
purchase of land inserted for the benefit only of one party. 

 Hunt v Muollo [2003] 2 NZLR 322:  A case which had its origins in 
debt recovery but also discussed the status of discretionary 
beneficiaries under a Trust. 

 NZI v Philpott [1990] 2 NZLR 403:  The leading authority on costs on 
a successful defence of an application for summary judgment. 

 Pacificia Shipping Limited v Centreport Limited [2003] 1 NZLR 433:  A 
case which discussed the doctrine of prime necessity arising from the 
exclusion of a shipping operator from a berth at Centreport 
Wellington. 

 Putararu Developments Limited v Ministry of Transport [1981] 1 NZLR 90:  
An appeal on a successful prosecution under the Transport Act 1962 
of a carrier under the then breach of rail protection provisions. 
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 Roach v Taranaki Catchment Commission [1983] NZLR 641:  A strike out 
application on appeal which considered the potential liability in 
negligence of a catchment commission. 

 Robinson v Tait [2002] 2 NZLR at 30.  A case involving director’s 
liability pursuant to section 37(6) of the Securities Act 1978 and the 
release rule. 

 Sims v Craig Bell and Bond [1991] 3 NZLR at 535:  An extensive 
discussion of obligations under a fiduciary relationship between a 
client and staff solicitor. 

 Sojourner v Robb [2008] 1 NZLR 751:  A leading authority on the role 
and liability of a director of a company on the collapse and formation 
of a Phoenix company. 

 Steele v Serepisos [2007] 1 NZLR 1:  [2006] NZSC 67.  A case which 
involved the application of notice to time running on a condition 
under a contract for a sale and purchase of land. 

Invitation Ø Richard Laurenson invites any genuine enquiry. 

 


